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givings, the more so as they were backed by the
urgencies of party tactics.

Ago von Maltzan was not, however, one of those
diplomatic postmen who blindly follow their instruc-
tions. Permanent Secretary of the Foreign Office for
a number of years, progenitor of the Rapallo Treaty,
he was perhaps one of the most singular men who ever
held that position. In outward appearance he was a
typical Mecklenburg Junker ; a round skull on square
shoulders, a heavy figure, prominent Slav cheek-bones,
flat, rather slit-like eyes, and a tanned open-air face
under its covering of reddish-brown hair. In char-
acter he was a diplomat of the school of Mazarin,
Talleyrand and Metternich, a man of infinite pliancy,
a master player with men, with that dangerous smooth-
ness that was responsible for all the secret treaties of
history. In normal times Ago von Maltean would
have been the successor of Prince Billow, whom he
resembled in Ms cosmopolitan culture, his uncanny
adroitness, and his delight in subterranean methods.
But a time of turmoil brought Ago von Maltzan to the
front, and revealed a side of his character which would,
perhaps, have been less noticeable in an age of undis-
turbed development.

The " Red Baron " carried within him a divided
allegiance: he inclined both to an earlier and more
solid world of feeling, tradition, and human relation-
ship, and to an intellectual and revolutionary negation
of existing and traditional institutions, to all that was
commonly considered axiomatic.

He had no points of contact with average humanity.
He could not think in commonplaces, or use the
current coin of language, and any attempt on his